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ALL-PERVADING POWER OF THE SUN. 


BUILT IN THE 15TH CENTURY BY THE GANGA KING, NARASIMHA DEVA I, THE TEMPLE HAS INNUMERABLE STORIES 
TO TELL - STORIES WHICH IT PRESERVES CAREFULLY IN ITS EXQUISITE CARVINGS. 


THE MOST IMPORTANT STORY IS, OF COURSE, ABOUT HOW THE TEMPLE CAME TO BE BUILT, 


KING NARASIMHA DEVA I WAS AN AMBITIOUS 


O SURYA, IF MY 
DEVOTION HAS PLEASED 
YOU, I PRAY TO YOU, 


YOU HAVE 
BEEN BLESSED 
WITHA SON. 


SURYAHAS 
ANSWERED 
MY PRAYERS! 


“ANOTHER NAME FOR THE SUN 


. AS WELL AS A GENEROUS KING. 


ы 


1222225999) DEVA CALLED НӘ] 
NAME Hi [MINISTERS 


BHANUDEVA". TO COMMEMORATE 
MY VICTORIES IN BATTLE, 
AND AS Å MARK OF 
GRATITUDE TO THE SUN GOD 


FOR GIVING ME AN HEIR, | 


THE NEXT DAY, WHILE OFFERING PRAYERS ТО SURYA 


ENCHANTING! 
THIS IS THE PERFECT SPOT FOR MY) 
TEMPLE TO LORD SURYA. 


THIS GORGE WILL 


TWANT A TEMPLE TO SURYADEVA TO BE BUILT 
RIGHT HERE, AT KONARK", WHERE IT WILL 
GREET THE FIRST RAYS OF THE FIERY SUN 

AS THEY FALL ON THE EARTH, 


UNDER SIBAI'S ORDERS, THE WORKERS STARTED 
THROWING STONES RIGHT INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE WATER. 


THE STONES ARE EITHER SINKING OR 
GETTING CARRIED AWAY BY THE 


*KONARK MEANS CORNER OF THE SUN: 


HAVE TO BE FILLED 
UP BEFORE WE LAY 


MAY BEA 
LONG WALK ON THE. 
BEACH WILL HELP 


1SEEM TO HAVE WANDERED 
FAR. I HOPE I CAN GET 
SOMETHING TO EAT IN 
THAT COTTAGE. 


ΘΙΒΑΙ SANTRA WAS SO HUNGRY THAT HE PLUNGED 
HIS FINGERS RIGHT INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE BOWL 
аА, 


АМО PROMPTLY BURNT THEM. 
3 jiem; 


*ATHINGRUEL 


AN OLD WOMAN OPENED THE DOOR. 


PLEASE ... CAN YOU 
GIVE ME SOME FOOD? 
М... REALLY HUNGRY... 

AND TIRED. ONLY HAVE 
SOME KHIRI". 


HA HAI WHY, YOU'RE 
JUST LIKE THAT FOOLISH Ñ 
SIBAISANTRA! HE'S: 
THROWING STONES INTHE 
MIDDLE OF THE WATER 
INSTEAD OF STARTING 
FROMTHE SIDES. Å 


THANK YOU, 
MOTHER. YOU HAVE 
SHE'S RIGHT! DONE МЕ А GREAT 
WHAT А FOOL 
IVE BEEN. 


AT THE TEMPLE ПЕ START FILLING 
JUV UP THE SIDESOFTHE WW 
GORGE FIRST, AND THEN 
MOVE TOWARDS 
THE CENTRE. 


7/ SIBAL I WANT ONLY 

THE FINEST CRAFTSMEN IN EXTRAORDINARY 

Å THE KINGDOM TO WORK ON SKILL! JUST THE 
THIS TEMPLE. MANIWAS 


pi 


THE MAN AT WORK WAS BISU MAHARANA. 


I HAVE TO LEAVE 
FOR KONARK TOMORROW. THE CANT DISOBEY THE 
KING WANTS TO BUILD A GREAT KING'S ORDERS. ILL 

TEMPLE THERE AND I HAVE BEEN ĦA. PE BACK AS SOON 


‘APPOINTED AS 
THE SUTRADHARA" 4 б) AS THE TEMPLE IS AND WHEN 


LEAVING WITHOUT BE? 
EVEN SEEING 
YOUR CHILD'S 


I HAVE BROUGHT 1200 OF THE BEST 
CRAFTSMEN IN THE KINGDOM ТО BUILD 
THE TEMPLE, MY LORD, THIS 
16 BISU MAHARANA, THE CHIEF 
ARCHITECT. 


THAVE HEARD 
ALOT ABOUT YOUR, 
\ SKILL, BISU 
ΜΑΗΑΚΑΝΑ. 


* CHIEF ARCHITECT 


MEANWHILE, IN BISU 5 HOME, HIS 
LITTLE SON WAS GROWING UF 


DHARMAPADA, 
YOUR FOOD'S 
GETTING COLD. 


DHARMAPADA, 
WHY DONT YOU 
GO OUT AND PLAY, 
CHILD? 


HOW WILL I BECOME 
А GREAT ARCHITECT 
LIKE FATHER 
IF IDONT STUDY? 


YEARS WENT BY. WHEN 


DHARMAPADA TURNED 12 
MOTHER, 
ICANT WAIT ANY. 
LONGER. I WANT TO 
GO TO KONARK TO 
MEET FATHER. 


IF THAT IS 

YOUR WISH, 

I WONT STOP, 
YOU. 


x 


NE 


THESE ARE BERRIES FROM 
THE BARKOLITREE WHICH 
GROWS ONLY IN OUR GARDEN. 
THE MOMENT YOUR FATHER 
SEES THEM, HE WILL KNOW 
WHO YOU ARE. | 


/ 
4 IWILLGET TO 


WHEN HE REACHED KONARK -| 


TWILL SELL 

THE BERRIES 

OUTSIDE THE 
TEMPLE. 
COMPLEX, 


TVE NEVER 
TASTED 
ANYTHING 
LIKE THEM 


Bisu, YOU MUST 


TASTE THESE 
BERRIES. THEY 
ARE ABSOLUTELY 
DELICIOUS! 


MOTHER SAID 
THE BERRIES 
WOULD HELP YOU 


BISU TOOK HIS SON TO SEE THE | 


ሸይ 
WONDERFUL! 


መሙ THE CHARIOT 
15 SURYA'S VEHICLE, 
DRAWN BY SEVEN 


THE SKIES. IT IS SAID 
THAT THE SEVEN 
HORSES STAND FOR 
THE SEVEN DAYS 
OF THE WEEK... 


1's IN THÈ 
FORM OF A 
CHARIOT! 


COLOURS OF 
THE RAINBOW. 


THERE IS ANOTHER REASON ONE SUMMER, SURYAS WIFE SANJANA FOUND) 
WHY HORSES ARE SO DEAR 
TO THE SUN GOD. LET МЕ 
TELL YOU THE STORY. 


IDARE NOT 
GONEAR 
HIM. HIS 
RAYS ARE 

50 FIERCE. 


|” S| OVERCOME BY FEAR, SHE DECIDED TO RUNAWAY 


MY SHADOW, CHHAYA) 
WILL PRETEND TO BE 
ME AND TAKE CARE 

OF MY HUSBAND AND, 


BUT WHEN CHHAYA HAD CHILDREN OF HER OWN. 


OUR CHILDREN 
ARE OUR PRIDE, 
SANJANA. 


SHE BEGAN TO ILL-TREAT SANJANA'S CHILDRE! 


YOU CANNOT 
RIDE IN THE 
CHARIOT 
TODAY. 


YOU ARE NOT 
SANJANA. TELL 
METHE TRUTH... NORE 
‘YAMA IS RIGHT. WHAT «шын jii Mn 
THIS WOMAN тт EVERYTHING. 
(CANNOT BE OUR. 


TREAT HER CHILDREN 
MOTHER ey LIKE THAT? 


‘SURYA WENT TO HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, THE ARCHITECT OF THE] 


ai 
GODS, VISHWAKARMA. Г 27 2 ӨНЕ LIVES IN THE 


FOREST NOW, IN 
THE FORM ОРА 


WHERE IS 
SANJANA? 
WHERE IS MY 
WIFE? 


SURYA TRANSFORMED HIMSELF INTO A 
STALLION AND JOINED HIS WIFE IN THE FOREST. 


Zi 
... 50 WAS REVANTA, THE HUNTER-GOD. 8) 


HMM. .. PERHAPS 
THE KING WANTED A 
TEMPLE THAT EVERYONE 
COULD PRAY IN. THE MAJESTY 
OF THE SUN GOD IS SUCH THAT 
HE IS WORSHIPPED BY ALL IN 
SOME WAY OR THE OTHER. LIFE 
ON EARTH IS IMPOSSIBLE. 
WITHOUT HIM. 


FASCINATING! 
BUT FATHER, WHY 

DID THE KING WANT 
TO BUILD Å SURYA 


DOESNT 
HE WORSHIP 
VISHNU 


THERE ARE IMAGES OF BRAHMA, 
VISHNU, SHIVA, INDRA, SHAKTI... AND 
COUNTLESS OTHER DEITIES HERE. 
THERE IS PLACE FOR EVERYONE 
IN THE TEMPLE OF SURYA. 


I HAVE HEARD 
PEOPLE SPEAK OF I 
BUT I DONT BELIEVE 

THAT STORY. THE KING IS 
ALWAYS OFF, FIGHTING 
BATTLES. HE'S NOT LIKELY, 
TO BE SICKLY. 


FATHER, IS IT 
TRUE THAT THE 
SUN GOD CURED THE 
KING OF A GRAVE 
ILLNESS? 


BUT MANY YEARS 
AGO, SOMEBODY ELSE 
BUILT A TEMPLE HERE, 
ON THIS VERY SPOT, 
THANKING SURYA FOR 
HEALING HIM. 


KRISHNA WAS 
ALSO MARRIED 
TO JAMBAVATI. SHE 
WAS GIVEN TO HIM IN 
MARRIAGE WHEN HE. 
WON A FIGHT 
AGAINST HER 
FATHER. 


( SAMBA, THE SON 
OF KRISHNA AND 
JAMBAVATI. 


TTALL STARTED WITHA STONE, THE LEGENDARY SVAMANTAKA 


Gi 


ЕМ, WHICH ORIGINALLY BELONGED ТО SURYA 


SURYA GAVE IT TO HIS DEVOTEE, SATRAJIT. 


THE STONE BROUGHT SATRAJIT GREAT WHEN LORD KRISHNA HEARD ABOUT | 
WEALTH AND PROSPERITY. 


SATRAJIT, 

I WISH TO BUY THE 
SYAMANTAKA GEM 
FROM YOU. I WILL GIVE 
YOU ANYTHING 
YOU WANT. 


IM AFRAID 
ITSNOT 
FOR SALE, 
KRISHNA. 


‘ONE DAY, SATRAJIT 5 BROTHER PRASENA WENT HUNTING WITH THE GEM AROUND HIS NECK. 
UNFORTUNATELY, A LION KILLED PRASENA AND MADE OFF WITH THE GEM. Γ 


БІЛ THAT WAS NOT THE END OF THE | 
SYAMANTAKA GEM 5 JOURNEY. 


PRASENA 
HASN'T RETURNED. 
DOES KRISHNA HAVE А 
HAND IN THIS? AFTER ALL, 
HE WANTED THE STONE 


THE LION WAS, IN TURN, KILLED BY JAMBAVAN, THE BEAR-KING, 
WHO GAVE THE STONE ТО HIS CHILDREN TO PLAY WITH. 


WHEN THE ACCUSATION REACHED = Å Εν FL 
KRISHNA EARS - i чай τ = AY wee 
/ HOW DARE | 


HE? I MUST 
FIND PRASENA 
AND THE STONE 
AND CLEAR, IT LOOKS LIKE 
MY NAME, PRASENA WAS 
KILLED BY A WILD 
> ANIMAL. 


WHICH IS: 


HMM... THE / 
STONE HAS он 


LEFT A TRAIL OF 
DEATHS. 


FINALLY. 


ቻ HOW DARE 

YOU ENTER MY 
GAVE AND 

FRIGHTEN MY 
CHILDREN? 


AT LAST, KRISHNA WON. 


`ЗАМВАУАМ REALISED WHO HE HAD BEEN | PLEASE N 
FIGHTING WITH. [. ”_ ACCEPT MY 


MY LORD, DAUGHTER, 

PLEASE FORGIVE) а - I BEAR YOU JAMBAVATI AS 

ME. THE JEWEL NO GRUDGE, YOUR WIFE, MY 
IS YOURS. JAMBAVAN. ὃ, LORD. 


JAMBAVATI AND KRISHNA WERE VERY HAPPY TOGETHER FOR MANY YEARS. 


15 SOMETHING 
BOTHERING YOU, 
I WOULD LIKE TO JAMBAVATI? 
HAVE A CHILD OF 2 
MY OWNTOO. MY HEART 
‘YEARNS FORA 
CHILD, MY LORD, 


ONLY TOO 
HAPPY, 


SEE JAMBAVATI 50 
SAD. I WILL START А 
RIGOROUS PENANCE 
TO LORD SHIVA. HEIS 
SURE TO GRANT ME, 


THE FIRST MONTH OF THE PENANCE WAS PERFORMED WITH = 71 
KRISHNA HOLDING А STAFF AND A SKULL. | 
THE SECOND MONTH OF PENANCE WAS DONE 


STANDING ON ONE LEG AND DRINKING ONLY 
WATER FOR SUSTENANCE. 


å 


WHAT DOES AN 
ALL-POWERFUL 
BEING LIKE YOU 


== THERE IS ONE 


THING ONLY YOU 
CAN GIVE ME. LET A 
CHILD BE BORN TO 
JAMBAVATI. 


‘SAMBA GREW UP TO BE А HANDSOME BUT EXTREMELY 
‘THUS SAMBA WAS BORN TO KRISHNA VAIN YOUNG МАМ. 
AND JAMBAVATI. UNFORTUNATELY, 
HE ULTIMATELY BROUGHT ABOUT THE 
DOWNFALL OF THE YADAVA CLAN. BUT 
THAT HAPPENED MUCH LATER. 


ОН NARADA, ISN'T IT 
TIME YOU GOT RID OF 
THAT POT BELLY, AND 

DID SOMETHING ABOUT 
YOUR UNFORTUNATE Å 


NARADA DID NOT TAKE KINDLY TO THE INSULT. г SAMBA, COME `Š 
= ቀፅ г QUICKLY! 
4 2 SATYABHAMA" 
IS IN TROUBLE. 


I'M GOING TO 

TEACH YOU 
ALESSON YOU 

| ÓN WILL NEVER 


WHATIS 
HE DOING 


I'M ASHAMED TO CALL 
YY0U MY SON. FOR YOUR f 
IMPROPRIETY, I CURSE 
YOU WITH LEPROSY! 


* ONE OF KRISHNA'S WIVES 


те, BUTIT WAS TOO LATE. | 
PLEASE BELIEVE - CANNOT TARE 
ME... HAVE BEEN 
TRICKED BACK THE CURSE. HOWEVER, 
THERE IS ONE WAY YOU CAN 
BE FREE OF THE DISEASE. 
SEEK THE SUN GOD'S 
BLESSINGS IN MITRAVANA', 
AND HE WILL HEAL YOU. 


FOR TWELVE YEARS, SAMBA UNDERWENT A SEVERE PENANCE ON THE BANKS OF THE CHANDRABHAGA RIVER 
AT MITRAVANA, SURVIVING ON AIR ALONE. 


AT THE END OF TWELVE YEARS - 


በ WHATA 
TM PLEASED Ag 


WITH YOUR 
DEVOTION, BOWER! 
SAMBA, 


“А PLACE AT THE CONFLUENCE OF THE CHANDRABHAGA RIVER AND THE SEA IN KONARK 


‘AS НЕ BENT DOWN, HE CAUGHT THE NEXT DAY - 
HIS REFLECTION IN THE WATER. 


WHAT'S THIS? AN 
IMAGE OF SURYA ... 
нес) SUCH A THING 
COULD HAVE ONLY 
BEEN CREATED BY THE 
DIVINE ARCHITECT, 
VISHWAKARMA. 


AND THAT'S HOW THE. 
FIRST SUN TEMPLE WAS 
BUILT HERE. BUT I DOUBT 
KING NARASIMHA DEVA 
SUFFERS FROM ANY 


THE KING [5 


IWILL BUILD A. 


OF SURYA HERE 
AND INSTALL THIS 
IMAGE. ጋ 


DISPLAYING HIS. 
SORT OF DISEASE. LOOK ы 
AAT THE NUMBER OF ARCHERY SKILLS 


BATTLE SCENES ON THE 
TEMPLE WALLS. 


IN THIS ONE. 


HE SEEMS 
TO BE VERY FOND OF YES, AROUND 13,000! 


ELEPHANTS. THERE IS ALSO AN IMAGE 
THERE ARE ELEPHANT OF HIS ELEPHANT SUDEHI 
SCULPTURES INTHE TEMPLE. 

EVERYWHERE! 


INFACT, 
HE OWES: 
HIS LIFE TO 
SUDEHI 


ONCE, THE KING WAS BADLY INJURED WHILE | HE FELL UNCONSCIOUS RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
FIGHTING THE NAWAB OF NAKHAUR. BATTLEFIELD. [= | 


HIS PEOPLE ASSUMED THAT HE HAD BEEN KILLED | IN THE MEANTIME, HIS ELEPHANT SUDEHI LIFTED 
AND SCOURED THE ENTIRE PLACE FOR HIS BODY. HIM UP. 


... AND CARRIED HIM SAFELY BACK TO HIS CAMP. WHEN HE REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS - 


IF SUDEHI 
HADNT BROUGHT 
YOU BACK, WE 
WOULD HAVE LOST 
YOU FOR EVER, 


THE KING! 
SUDEHI HAS 


SUDEHI WILL 
HAVE TEN 
ATTENDANTS, 
AT ALL TIMES, TO 
LOOK AFTER 
HER. 


BUT WHAT IS: 
THIS ANIMAL 
FATHER? 


IT HAS SUCH ALONG. 
NECK. ГУЕ NEVER 
SEEN ANYTHING LIKE 
IT BEFORE. 


LOOK AT THIS 
IMAGE. IT'S A 
MOTHER-IN-LAW 
QUARRELLING WITH HER. 
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, 


AND THATS АМ 
OLD MAN LEAVING 
HIS HOUSE ... ON 
APILGRIMAGE, 
PERHAPS? 


IT'S A GIRAFFE, 
DHARMAPADA. 

THE KING REGEIVED THE 

ANIMAL AS А PRESENT 
FROM TRADERS. 


IS THAT WOMAN ПӘАЙОМАН 
SUPPOSED TO BE |7 APORNING HERSELF. 


SHE COULD BE THE WIFE 
ΤΗΕ QUEEN, 
FATHER? gp OF THE CRAFTSMAN 


BUT 
‘GRANDMOTHER’ 
DOESN'T FIGHT 
WITH MOTHER. 
LIKE THAT. 


ITHOUGHT 
THE TEMPLE 
WOULD ONLY 

HAVE IMAGES OF 

GODS AND 
GODDESSES, 


THERE ARE PEOPLE 
FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE, 
CARVED HERE. EVERYONE 
IS EQUAL IN THE EYES OF 

SURYA. NOTHING IS HIDDEN 

FROM HIM, MY SON. 


THAT NIGHT DHARMAPADA WENT TO SLEEP DREAMING OF ELEPHANTS AND CHARIOTS AND STRANGE BEASTS. 
22 


THATS 
FATHER'S VOICE. 
HE SOUNDS 
WORRIED. 


HOW COULD OUR 
CALCULATIONS: 
GO WRONG? 


WHAT DO WE DO. ae. 
NOW? IF WE DON 
IOW? IF WE DONT ይ ተፈ h МЕ ARE NOT ABLE 
STONE BY MAGHA BUTTHE CROWN በድርን НОЙ 
SUKLA ЅАРТАМІ", STINE Wer τ ESTONE 
THE KING WILL HAYE кле BETWEEN THOSE 
anos BETWEEN THOSE 
TWO MAGNETS. 


DHARMAFADA STEPPED OUT OF THE SHADOWS. 


1САМ РОТ. DHARMAPADA, 
ICAN FIX MY SON, HOW CAN YOU DO) 
THE CROWN WHAT 1200 EXPERIENCED 
CRAFTSMEN COULDNT 
ACHIEVE AFTER SO MANY, 
ATTEMPTS? 


* Å DAY DEDICATED TO THE SUN GOD 


THEN, AN OLD CRAFTSMAN SPOKE UP | 


устие BOY g 


ACHANCE. WE 
'АУЕ NO CHOICE 
ANYWAY. 


VA 
) 


w 


BISU AGREED RELUCTANTLY 


MY SON WANTS TO 
HELP. BUT WHAT CAN 


FATHER, | HAVE 
ΤΗΕ CALCULATION 
FOR PLACING THE 

STONE. LET ME 


AND DHARMAPADA SET TO WORK. 


EXPLAIN IT 
TO YOU. 


‘THE BOY 
DID IT! WE 


AT FIRST, THERE WAS GREAT RELIEF AND HAPPINESS. 


WHAT WILL ON 
HAPPEN WHEN THE N 
KING FINDS OUT THAT 
IT WAS А 12 YEAR OLD 
BOY WHO FIXED THE WE WILL ВЕ 
CROWN STONE AND BEHEADED! 
NOTUS? 


BISU, THE KING 
ISNOT GOING TO 
SPARE OUR LIVES IF 
HE FINDS OUT THAT 
YOUR SON COULD 
DO WHAT WE 
COULD NOT, 


YOU HAVE TO = 
CHOOSE BETWEEN 2 
HOW САНІ 
“POLLOWERS. TH SEND MY SON AWAY? 
‘SOUNDS HARSH, BUT JÍ \HAVEMETHIM AFTER 
YOU MUST SEND HIM Q 12 LONG YEARS. BUT 
AWAY. THE LIVES OF SOMANY 


ARE AT STAKE, 


POOR FATHER. 


IMUST DO SOMETHING. 
THE LIVES OFTHOSE 
1200 CRAFTSMEN ARE 
MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN MINE. 


BISU FOLLOWED HIS SON... 


‘BUT DHARMAFADA COULD NOT BE FOUND. 


I HAVE BUILT A 
TEMPLE BUT 
LØST А SON. 


KONARK 


s over the horizon in his 


iot, pul 
reads light and warmth all ove 


ciated with it. 
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, fiction 
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